ErPIPHANY SUNDAY

|
el

Wesleyan Covenant Service of Word and Table

John Wesley introduced the annual covenant renewal service for use by the Methodist societies in 1755. Every year, on or
near January 1, the Methodists gathered to renew their covenant with God. The service is adapted from a Puritan ritual. It is
a powerful time of self-examination and confession that culminates in renewal of commitment to discipleship. These
services are powerful means of grace that give members an opportunity to recommit themselves to living and practicing the
baptismal covenant with God. They remind us of our commitment to be witnesses to Jesus Christ in the world by the way

we live and love every day.
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Sunday, January 3, 2021 Epiphany Sunday

WESLEYAN COVENANT
SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE

GATHERING AND ENTRANCE RITE

OPENING VOLUNTARY | Great Is Thy Faithfulness | Norma Lucas & Beth Humber Smith & Hustad

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS | Please stand as you are able for items marked with a cross (+).
Childcare is available for children under 3 years of age. Families are encouraged to experience this service together with

children over 3 years of age.

+HYMN NO. 698 | God of the Ages Roberts & Warren

1. God of the ages, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the starry band of shining worlds in splendor

through the skies, our grateful songs before thy throne arise.

2. Thy love divine hath led us in the past; in this free land with thee our lot is cast; be thou our ruler, guardian,

guide, and stay, thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way.

3. From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; thy true religion in our

hearts increase; thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.

4. Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; lead us from night to never-ending day; fill all our lives with love and

grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine.

Please remain standing for the Opening Prayer.

+OPENING PRAYER
Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies. O God, you have been gracious to us through all the years of our lives. We thank

you for your loving care, which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place.
We praise your holy name, O God.

You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled with your glory. You have comforted us with family and friends,
and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers. You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you, and
have given us your peace. You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus. You have given us a place in
the fellowship of your Spirit and the witness of your Church. You have been our light in darkness and a rock of strength in
adversity and temptation. You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys and the all sufficient reward in all our labors. You
remembered us when we forgot you. You followed us even when we tried to flee from you. You met us with forgiveness when

We praise your holy name, O God.


















